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About Scenic Byways
� Scenic Byways are routes that possess one 

or more of the following intrinsic qualities:
� Scenic

� Natural
� Historic 

� Cultural 

� Archeological 

� Recreational 



About Scenic Byways
� The Scenic Byways Program, under the 

FHWA, strives to “provide resources to the 
byway community in creating a unique 
travel experience and enhanced local 
quality of life through efforts to preserve, 
protect, interpret, and promote the intrinsic 
qualities of designated byways.”



The Currier and Ives Trail
� Originally created as part of the “Yankee 

Trails” program during the 1976 US 
Bicentennial

� Rolled into the NH Scenic and Cultural 
Byways program in the early 1990s





Our Purpose
� Form Byway Committee
� Begin a Corridor Management Plan

� A written document that lays out goals, 
strategies, and responsibilities for conserving 
and enhancing the Byway’s most valuable 
qualities

� Community-based and directed



The Corridor Management Plan
� Documents existing conditions
� Defines a vision for the Byway
� Creates goals, objectives, and strategies
� Lays out action steps for achieving goals

� Identifies key parties to carry out immediate 
action steps



Why Create a CMP?
� Scenic Byways funding available for:

� Safety improvements

� Byway facilities

� Recreational access

� Resource protection
� Interpretive information

� Marketing program



Project Timeline
� 4 public meetings

� April, September, November 2009, January 2010

� Data collection
� Summer 2009

� Corridor Management Plan
� Sept.-Dec. 2009

� Expected completion date: February 2010



Community Participation
� Constant communication and public 

outreach
� Involve all stakeholders

� Consensus-based decision making





Byway Inventory
� Examples:

� Webster Meeting House
Originally known as the Westerly Meeting House, this building was constructed 
in 1791 and stood in what is now part of the Blackwater Dam flood basin. In 
1941, it was slated for demolition. Town citizens purchased the building back 
from the federal government and moved it up Potash Hill to its current location.



Byway Inventory
� Examples

� Contoocook Railroad Depot
Built in 1850, the Contoocook Depot served as a stop for passengers on the 
Concord and Claremont rail line and a gateway to Contoocook Village. Today it 
is a museum owned by the Contoocook Riverway Association, who have 
restored it to 1890s condition.



Byway Inventory
� Examples

� Contoocook River, Henniker
The Contoocook is one of New 
Hampshire’s most accessible 
major rivers, offering fly fishing, 
canoeing, kayaking, and 
swimming opportunities for 
outdoor recreation enthusiasts. It 
follows a winding path through 
Henniker. An historic covered 
bridge and an arched stone 
bridge cross the Contoocook in 
downtown Henniker, where 
visitors can enjoy scenic 
overlooks along the waterway.



Byway Inventory
� Examples

� Hopkinton Fairgrounds
In 1915, the first “Hopkinton Fair” was held at George’s Park. The fair grew in 
size and popularity throughout the twentieth century, and in 1953 moved to its 
current location. In 1985 it was renamed the “Hopkinton State Fair,” and is now 
a five-day event drawing crowds from all over New Hampshire and New 
England.



Byway Inventory
� Draft inventory will be posted on the 

CNHRPC website:

� http://www.cnhrpc.org

� Please post suggestions, comments, and 
corrections!


